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Our Board President Retiring — ;‘;*;jeTg:j::;;

Ann DeYoung
In the short space available here | want _ :;; R;fr?.—
to thank all those who have contributed :

Joyce Stone

their time, talents and gifts to supporting Randy Thatcher
PAI while I've been president of the board. s

| believe it is time for me to step aside and : E’“":"‘: 3'"’“‘"
retire in order for fresh new eyes and ideas ‘ idiae

to take hold. Kathy Vest, our treasurer and Artistic Director
grant writer has been a blessing, even Kraig Kensinger

through the iliness and death of her hus- s

. visors
band Randy. | want everyone to continue v Lisa Cianciolo
supporting her and the rest of the staff. | ‘ Nancy Clark
am especially grateful to Leslie Hagensen Nancy Krupa
who has kept us all up to date, and laid out %) Fom e

: John W. Rollins, Jr.

our newsletters, Facebook pages, website,
and programs. Thank you to Anitra Steele Steering Committee

for updating our schedules and keeping US Ann Ragan with PAI's Harry Penny Fenning
synchronized with kindergarten school dis- Truman marionette, taken Anitra Steele
trict and preschool visits. She is our official during a program at the Chi- AT
secretary and records our important busi- cago Alton depot in Inde- Pady Blackwood
ness matters. | will still be volunteering and pendence, Mo. The puppet Diane Houk
will see you often at PAI opportunities and %S created by Robert LeRoy Betty Lae House

Smith. Robert Leroy Smith
events!l—Ann Ragan Deborah Thatcher

Appreciation for Ann Ragan Inside This Issue:

On behalf of the Board of Directors we Puppeteers of America
wish to express our appreciation to Ann . eouslEastivel
Ragan for her excellent service as Presi-
dent. Ann served as Board President from

2014 to 2019. Her architect/business f % Performance Schedule
background, leadership skills, artistic tal- e
ents and charming personality were major M f_ Our Sponsors and Donors

assets for our organization. She learned
how to perform with marionettes for some

of our shows, a difficult skill to master. Her Drumm Farm Century
creativity and accomplished writing skills . T ok

were evidenced in the many newsletters "7 o] Quote from a Master Pup-
she designed. Her husband, Dave, also eap LI T peteer

provided excellent advice and helped with s S\ 7

many workshops. We are so thankful that S R L Sl hleen Vest Now

she has agreed to stay on the board. — Executive Director
Kathy Vest
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Puppeteers of America 2019 National Puppetry Festival
by Nancy Clark

L | Saturday, Dec 7
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The Wizard of Oz

Friday-Saturday,

November 29-30

11am. &2 p.m.

Kraig Kensinger,

puppeteer

Sponsored by Missouri !
Arts Council and Lysle & Carolyn
Weeks
Free book to each child attending to
take home

Coming Up -? '§.

Christmas _ ¢

I o X V& ?w
| Saturday, Dec 14 3 ;

Nancy Clark with fellow attendees at the Puppeteers of America |Ealll s

2019 National Puppetry Festival in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

On July 16 — 21 at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis,
375 participants attended this festival. Approximately 100 art-
ists performed puppet shows in mainstage performances, fringe
presentations, the National Puppetry Slam, free outdoor com-
munity shows, and the Potpourri. On the mainstage, 20 nation-
al puppeteer companies and two international companies per-
formed. Fifty-two workshops were offered plus three two-day
intensive workshops and the Professional Day for Teaching Art-
ists and Therapists. The workshops covered Building Tech-
nigues and Materials, Business and Marketing, Education —
Teachers, Hands-On, Kid Appropriate, Making a Show (writing,
directing, staging), Movement and Manipulation, Performance
Techniques, and Technology. Also, there was a Festival Ex-
hibit featuring select items from lifetime collector, Gary Busk.
His collection is one of the largest-known private puppet collec-
tions in the United States. Thirty-four short puppet films had
showings on various days. Needless to say, the Festival was
jam packed with things to do. It is also a wonderful time to reu-
nite with puppetry friends from far and wide. The Puppeteers of
America National Festivals are held every other year, so the
next one will be in 2021. Regional festivals are held in be-
tween, so look for them in 2020. | have had the privilege of at-
tending multiple National and Regional Festivals and find it a
highlight each time. Such puppet fun!

] Kraig Kensinger, ;
o] puppeteer T

vy
.0

3

Performance times 11 a.m. & 2 p.m.

Sponsored by The Park Foundation

A Pig, A Princess, and a Wild
Woozlebird Egg
Anitra Steele, puppeteer
Saturday, January 18
Monday, January 20
Performance times
11 a.m. & 2 p.m. both days
Sponsored by
The Woman's Civic Club

The Three Little Kittens

Nancy Clark, puppeteer
Saturday, February 15 and
Monday, February 17
Performance times
11 a.m. & 2 p.m. both days
Sponsored by Arts KC

Please call 816-833-9777 to confirm
shows, dates and times, as they are
subject to change. Reservations are
suggested.
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Drumm Farm Century Celebration

Sponsors and Donors b Moniv Stiteior

PAI is winding down a
year long collaboration
with Drumm Farm Center
for Children in Independ-
ence, Missouri. Andrew
Drumm, a Kansas City
businessman, opened a
home for impoverished
boys in 1919. The center
has expanded over the
years to provide extensive
foster care and support
services for families. As
part of their “Century Cel-
ebration”, PAIl received a
generous grant from the
Beaudoin Family Founda-
tion to offer puppetry arts

Marionette of Andrew Drumm creat- events to the families and
ed by Robert Leroy Smith (Puppetry youth on campus.
Arts Institute collection)

Kraig Kensinger provided several lively marionette shows
and demo workshops for monthly combined family dinner
events. As part of their summer education program, PAI pup-
peteers shared presentations on puppets from around the
world. Ann Ragan entertained with cowboy and Native Ameri-
can puppets as part of North America Day. As part of South
America Day, Kathy Vest informed with puppets from Honduras,
Spain and Mexico. For Africa Day, Anitra Steele charmed with
animal puppet folk tales from Africa. The big finale was Drumm
Farm’s huge “Hoedown Festival’ on Saturday October 12, 2019.
PAI offered ongoing shows featuring country marionettes and a
recital performed by an Andrew Drumm marionette made by
the late Robert LeRoy Smith. This puppet was featured in a
photo opt for the new Andrew Drumm biography book.

Quote from a Master Puppeteer

Life's like a movie, write your own
ending. Keep believing, keep
pretending.

MISSOUR

If you would like to help us grow, we are a 501(c)3 organization,
and donations can be sent to us at: Puppetry Arts Institute, 11025

s dilance E. Winner Rd, Independence, MO 64052, (816) 833-9777. Email:
pai@att.net.
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Kathleen Vest Now Executive Director

Following Ann Ragan’s retirement as President of
the Board of Directors, the PAIl board voted to return
to an Executive Director format with Kathleen Vest
assuming that position. This format was used years
ago when Nancy Clark had that position and Diane
Houk was Board president. As Executive Director,
Vest will work on a volunteer basis and continue her
work on grants and funding, while also promoting
and representing PAI within the community. New of-
ficers of the board will be: Paul Bond, President;
Kathy Rohr, treasurer; and Anitra Steele, secretary.
Directors are: Ann Ragan, Joyce Stone, Ann De
Young, and Teri Hare. Kraig Kensinger serves as
Artistic Director, and Leslie Hagensen is our Adminis-

trative Assistant. We are fortunate to have such tal- s
ented generous members on our all-volunteer board. g,.h vear PAI has provided a special

and volunteers.—Reported by Anitra Steele, Secre-
tary, Board of Directors

2 o workshop

Friends United organization. This photo was
taken during their September 13, 2019 visit to
PAL
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